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1.  Introduction







This agreement aims to enable agencies to work in an integrated and co-ordinated way to improve the safety of domestic violence survivors and their children and to hold perpetrators accountable. 

Each agency, whilst maintaining its independence, is also committed to liaise closely with other member agencies, sharing relevant information and providing the best possible service to survivors and their families within the role, responsibility and resources of individual agencies and ensuring that any gaps in service are identified and addressed.

2.  Definition of Domestic Violence

Domestic violence is defined as;

‘any incident of threatening behaviour, violence or abuse (psychological, physical, sexual, financial or emotional) between adults who are or have been intimate partners or family members, regardless of gender or sexuality’ (Home Office 2004)

3.  The Parties

The following agencies have agreed to the terms of this Information Sharing agreement to support the implementation of a specialist ‘domestic violence court’ and associated activities:

Her Majesties Magistrates Court 

Crown Prosecution Service

Nottinghamshire Police

National Probation Service Nottinghamshire

Nottinghamshire Witness Care Unit

Women’s Aid Advice Centre 
4.  The Aims of this Agreement

There would be a benefit for all parties of this agreement to share information with each other for the following joint aims:

· To enable lawful information-sharing between agencies for the purpose of preventing repeat domestic violence victimisation and holding offenders to account.

· To enable timely action to be taken to protect adults and children from further abuse.

· To facilitate comprehensive risk identification and safety planning based on a full account of the facts and circumstances of each person’s situation.

· To enable agencies to work together to provide a specialist ‘domestic violence court’ and support victims through the criminal justice process.

· To enable agencies to participate in Multi-agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARACs) to share information and jointly construct a multi-agency support plan.

· To enable the sharing of aggregated anonymous data for the purpose of monitoring and evaluation.

In order to achieve the above aims agencies agree to share sensitive personal data as defined within the Data Protection Act (1998).

Nottinghamshire Police require that all recipients of Police Information are to have a formal Information Sharing Agreement and Process in place before any disclosure of personal/sensitive data can take place.

5.  The Legal “Gateway”

The legal “gateway” for sharing information between the parties for the aims stated is set out in:

· Section 115 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 which promotes information sharing for the prevention and detection of crime and disorder.

· Children Act 1989 2004 which allows information sharing pursuant of the principles of the ‘interests of the child’.

· The Human Rights Act 1998, which gives force to the European Convention on Human Rights.

· Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights 1998 which allows information sharing which is in the interests of public safety and for the prevention of disorder or crime, the protection of health or morals, or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

The following legislation may also be relevant:

· Common Law Duty of Confidence 

· Data Protection Act 1998

· The Freedom of Information Act 2000

· The Mental Health Act 1983

· Health & Social Care Act 2001

· Adoption and Children Act 2002 Section 120

· Education Act 1996

· NHS & Community Care Act 1990

· Sex Offenders Act 1997

6.  How Information Sharing will happen

Information sharing between the parties may take place for the following agreed reasons:

· To make a referral for service to a participating agency with the victim’s knowledge and/or consent.
· To enable the effective implementation of a specialist domestic violence court in Nottingham.

· To enable any participating agency to call a Multi-agency Risk Assessment Conference with the victim’s knowledge.

· When the welfare or safety of any child is at risk.  Any agency making a child protection referral must also explain to the non-offending parent any implications arising from this, in line with their own Child Protection Procedures.

· To share anonymous data which can be aggregated for the purpose of monitoring and evaluation

7.  How Personal Information will be protected

All member agencies will be responsible for complying with their own agency information security procedures and Data Protection registration.

The following steps will be taken to ensure that the personal information it is proposed to share is protected:

· Each party will ensure that during the period that this agreement is in force and at all relevant times that they have an appropriate registration with the Information Commissioner.

· All information shared between participating agencies will be considered confidential 

· Information shared must be relevant and not excessive in relation to the purpose for which is being shared.

· When forwarding and receiving information it should be done in a way that preserves confidentiality.

· All information shared must be accurate and up to date.

· Ensure that the recipient(s) of the data will ensure that the discloser’s requirements for the storage and protection of data provided are fulfilled at all times. 

8.  Responsibility for this Agreement
The senior person in each party who has responsibility for this agreement is:

(to be completed)

This agreement will be in force from the date that the senior person from each agency signs the agreement until such date as a party or the parties terminate the Protocol in writing.  Information that is no longer required or relevant, should be destroyed or returned in accordance with agency guidelines.  

The partner agency must continue to comply with the terms of this agreement in respect to any information that the partner agency has obtained through being a signatory.  

This agreement will be reviewed by all parties, on an annual basis.

Complaints about the operation of the agreement or breach of it should be referred to the senior person in each party.

9.  Declaration of Agreement

This is a declaration of agreement by the agency named below to accept the principles, terms and conditions of the Information Sharing Agreement which specifies the conditions of how personal data will be shared with other participating agencies.

Signature of Authorising Person

…………………………………………………………….

Name:

Position in Agency:

Name of Agency

Date:
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